The Baker Farms, Bakers and Minotts in Lincoln, Massachusetts in the 18" 
and 19" Centuries and the Baker Farm House of Henry Thoreau 


by Ray Angelo (August 2024) 


Henry Thoreau’s Walden has a chapter named “Baker Farm.” In that chapter he refers to a 
particular farm in Lincoln, Massachusetts, adjacent to the town of Concord. However, in 
his time there were three Baker farms, all near or adjacent to each other in the 
westernmost part of Lincoln, MA and owned by members of the same family. In his Journal 
Thoreau refers to two of the farms and also to a particular Baker house going to ruin. That 
house can be associated with the “hut” temporarily occupied by John Field and his family as 
described in Walden. This article will show the relationship and development of the Baker 
farms in Lincoln, determine the location of the Baker house Thoreau refers to in “Walden” 
and in his Journal, and show a connection between the Bakers and the family of George 
Minott, one of Thoreau’s favorite Concord people. 


Cast of characters: 
Bakers 


Jacob Baker, Sr. [May 16, 1722 -March 18, 1783] who married Grace Billings [April 15, 
1720 - March 14, 1807] of Lincoln, MA: Only those descendants involved with the 
ownership of land in Lincoln in the vicinity of the Baker Farm of Walden are listed below. 


Jacob Baker, Jr. (son of Jacob Sr.) [March 29, 1744 - January 9, 1810] who married 
Hannah Ball [Nov. 18, 1743 - Sept. 27, 1830] of Grafton, MA: Jacob, Jr. acquired small 
parcels of land beside Baker Bridge Road on the north side, parcels that were not close to 
the present Thoreau Institute building and that Jacob, Jr. farmed. 


Nathaniel Baker (son of Jacob, Sr.) [June 5, 1746 - Sept. 17, 1838] who married 
Elizabeth Taylor [Feb. 4, 1745 - Dec. 4, 1821] of Lincoln, MA: Nathaniel with his brother 
Amos acquired from their father Jacob Baker, Sr. the parcels that comprised the Baker 
Farm of Walden fame on the west side of Rte. 126 and added to them on that side of the 
road. Nathaniel and his brother Amos both occupied the old Baker Farm house built by 
their father, Jacob, Sr. His share of the old Baker Farm ended up with his nephew, James, 
son of his brother Amos. 


Amos Baker (son of Jacob, Sr.) [April 8, 1756 - July 16, 1850] who married Ame (or 
Ama or Amy or Anne) Prescott [June 7, 1760 - ca. 1835] of Concord, MA: Amos is 
considered to have been the last survivor of the April 19, 1775 battle at the Old North 
Bridge in Concord, MA. Amos and his brother Nathaniel both occupied the old Baker Farm 
house built by their father, Jacob, Sr. The land of the old Baker Farm that he owned ended 
up with his son James. 


Jacob Baker (son of Nathaniel Baker) [Nov. 2, 1784 - July 11, 1856] who married Lavina 
Minott [Feb. 10, 1787 - May 1850] of Concord, MA: Jacob acquired from his sister-in- 
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law, Abigail (Minot) Bowers, the sizable parcel of land on the east side of Rte 126 and 
north of Baker Bridge Road that includes the current site of the Thoreau Institute. He 
farmed there until in July 1856 when he was killed in an accident at what is now known as 
Baker Bridge where Rte 126 crosses the Fitchburg Railroad. Very likely this death there 
inspired Thoreau's visit to the bridge on Dec. 10, 1856 with his grisly Journal entry on 
that date. 


James Baker (son of Amos Baker) [April 11, 1796 - Dec. 3, 1875] who married Mary 
Minot Baker [July 11, 1819 - Feb. 3, 1905] of Lincoln, MA, the daughter of his cousin 
Jacob (married to Lavina Minott): James ended up with all the Baker land west of Rte 126 
extending to Fair Haven Bay. His widow, Mary, and two of their sons were the last Baker 
owners and occupants of the old Baker Farm. 


Minotts 


Ephraim Minott [June 17, 1742 - Sept. 14, 1794] and Abigail (Prescott) Minott [June 12, 
1747 - Feb. 27, 1825] both of Concord, MA): Interestingly the Minotts were related to 
Thoreau by marriage. Thoreau's step-grandfather, Jonas Minott [1735 - 1813] on his 
mother's side was the grandson of James Minott [1653-1735] and Rebecca (Wheeler) 
Minott [1666-1734], who were grandparents of Ephraim Minott [1742-1794], father of 
the Minotts listed below. The name “Minott” is sometimes spelled “Minot” even for the 
same person. Those Minotts/Minots below are children of Ephraim and Abigail. 


Abel Minot [July 20, 1765 - December 6, 1809], who married Lydia Shed [1792-1843]: 
Little is known about Abel. His tombstone with his wife in Sleepy Hollow gives the 
incorrect year for his birth. He is not the Abel Minot whose house site in Lincoln, MA 
Thoreau refers to in his Journal and who was alive in Thoreau's time. 


Abigail (Minot) Bowers [January 30, 1778 - Feb. 13, 1866], who married William 
Bowers [Nov. 21, 1769 - Nov. 16, 1819]: Her husband William died by suicide. She 
acquired the large parcel of land that later became the farm of Jacob Baker (whom Thoreau 
knew) apparently by inheritance from her maternal grandfather, Dr. Abel Prescott [1718- 
1805] of Concord, MA. This is the parcel that includes the land where the Thoreau 
Institute is located. 


Mary Minott [January 10, 1781 - Feb. 18, 1861], spinster tailoress who lived with her 
brother George in Concord, sometimes making clothes for Thoreau. 


George Minott [January 31, 1783 - December 1, 1861], bachelor farmer/hunter who 
lived with his spinster sister, Mary in Concord, and who was a good friend of Thoreau. 


Lavina (Minott) Baker [Feb. 10, 1787 - May 1850] who married Jacob Baker [1784- 
1856] in Concord, MA on April 6, 1816: She is likely buried where her husband is 
apparently buried in a Baker family tomb in the Town Hill Cemetery in Lincoln, MA. Their 
daughter, Mary Minot Baker [1819-1905], married her father's cousin, James Baker 
[1796-1875], and lived with him on the old Baker Farm made famous by Thoreau. 
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The Baker Farms 


In remarks given at a celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding of Lincoln, MA 
in 1904, George Minott Baker [1826-1918] (son of Jacob and Lavina Baker) relates some 
of the story of his family with respect to the Baker farms in the southwest part of Lincoln, 
MA. The town of Lincoln, MA published a book on the celebration which is available online 
on the Internet Archive at: https://archive.org/details/accountofcelebraOOlincrich/ with 
George Minott Baker's remarks on pp. 169-172. 


The changes in land ownership of the various land parcels in the southwest part of Lincoln, 
MA can be revealed using the excellent resource, the Walden Woods Webmap, developed by 
Richard O'Connor, Brian Donahue and Brian Hall, available online at: 
https://hfapps.fas.harvard.edu/maps/WaldenWebMap2016/ The screenshots below were 
created using this resource. The development of the three farms -- Jacob Baker, Jr., Jacob 
Baker [1784-1856], and the old Baker Farm -- are illustrated below. Note: All these 
generated maps below are oriented with due north vertically at the top. 


Baker farms in southwest Lincoln: 


Jacob Baker, Jr. farm 


This was the smallest of the farms. The map below for July 1774 shows the small parcel on 
the north side of Baker Bridge Road that Jacob Baker, Jr. acquired in 1772. The map does 
not give information on whether that parcel extended across that road southward. 
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The next map below for July 1794 shows Jacob Jr. has expanded his holdings in the same 
area. On this map also one can see that Concord’s Dr. Abel Prescott [1718-1805] 
(grandfather of Abigail (Minot) Bowers on her mother's side) owned a large parcel between 
the farm of Jacob Baker Jr. and what is now Rte 126, the land that the Thoreau Institute 
now occupies. 
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The map below dates from July 1814. By this time Jacob Baker, Jr. is deceased, and a small 
parcel of his land remains in the hands of his wife Hannah until she dies in 1830. The 
large parcel of Dr. Abel Prescott's land is now owned by one of his granddaughters, Abigail 
(Minot) Bowers. Two other parcels previously owned by Dr. Prescott, closer to Flint's Pond 
and that are along the west side of what is now Sandy Pond Road, are also now owned by 
Abigail. This ends the account of the Jacob Baker, Jr. farm. 
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Jacob Baker [son of Nathaniel Baker] farm 


The map below dates from July 1824. This farm of Jacob Baker comes into being with the 
acquisition of the land owned by his sister-in-law, Abigail (Minot) Bowers. Abigail retained 
for a short time two parcels beside what is now Sandy Pond Road. Jacob Baker as shown 
here has also acquired two parcels adjacent to the northeast side of the large parcel 
acquired from Abigail (Minot) Bowers. The Hannah Baker remnant of the Jacob Baker, Jr. 
farm still is owned by her at this time. 
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The map on the next page dates from July 1834. It shows the farm of Jacob Baker (son of 
Amos Baker) much expanded, acquiring a significant parcel on the south side of Baker 
Bridge Road close to the main parcel on the north side of that road and other parcels on the 
north side. Jacob's wife, Lavina, acquired from her sister, Abigail (Minot) Bowers, the small 
parcel on the west side of Sandy Pond Road that she had retained, while Jacob Baker's 
brother-in-law George Minott of Concord, Thoreau's friend, acquired part of the parcel once 
owned by George's sister, Abigail (Minot) Bowers. Jacob Baker's spinster sister-in-law, 
Mary Minott of Concord has acquired a parcel just touching a corner of her brother 


6 


George's parcel. This map portrays the maximum extent of this Jacob Baker's farm in this 
location which lasted until his death in 1856. After his death the land of this farm on the 
north side of Baker Bridge Road was owned by Jacob's son George Minott Baker [1826- 
1918] into the 1890s. It eventually came to be owned by Henry Lee Higginson [1834- 
1916] who expanded the acreage mostly on the north side and constructed the fine house, 
now on the National Register of Historical Places, that is owned by the Walden Woods 
Project and occupied by the Thoreau Institute. 
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Baker Farm (of Walden fame) 


Jacob Baker, Sr. married Grace Billings (who was from what became Lincoln, MA) on 
March 16, 1741 in Essex, MA. He was 18, and she was 20. As can be observed on the map 
below of March 1741, the Billings family owned considerable land in what became Lincoln 
MA, including significant land on both sides of Baker Bridge Road and today’s Rte 126 
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Jacob Baker, Sr. became old enough to own land in 1744, three years after he married. In 
another three years in 1747 he acquired the first parcel of what became the old Baker Farm 
as shown in the map below of March 1747. The land had previously been ministerial land. 
Jacob, Sr. had Billings abutters on five of the eight sides of his property. This parcel 
includes the site (near the southernmost part of it) where (according to great-grandson 
George Minot Baker) Jacob, Sr. built the old Baker Farm house. This is now called the 
Baker-Adams house (at 36 Old Concord Road) which still stands and is occupied. The house 
was built sometime in the period 1740-1747. The house itself presently has “1740” 
imprinted in large letters on its chimney. It seems most likely that the original house was 
built before the birth of Jacob Baker, Jr. in 1744. 
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In 1762 Jacob, Sr. acquired a second parcel nearby to the west, with Well Meadow on one 
side and Pleasant Meadow on the other, and with small frontage on Fair Haven Pond as 
shown in the map below of March 1762. 
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Three years later in 1765 Jacob, Sr. acquired the parcel next to the second one which 
included Well Meadow as indicated on the map below of July 1765. In 1764 and in 1765 
he acquired two very small parcels on the east side of the Sudbury River a short distance 
south of where it empties into Fair Haven Bay. These parcels are outside the map below. 
The location of the old Baker Farm house (now called Baker-Adams house) still in use is 
indicated on this map. 
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Since their birth, two of the sons of Jacob Baker Sr., Nathaniel and Amos, continued to live 
with their father on the farm. The map below for March 1780 shows that each son 
acquired a parcel next to the other and to their father's parcels. These two parcels included 
part of Heywood's Brook and finally connected Jacob, Sr.'s original parcel to the parcel 
that included Well Meadow. 
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Jacob Baker, Sr. died in March 1783. His farm was left to his two sons, Nathaniel and 
Amos, who had lived there all along. The map below of March 1784 shows that the 
brothers retained separate ownership of the two parcels they owned separately and now had 
joint ownership of all the land owned by their father, including the small parcels (not 
shown) beside the Sudbury River a short distance south of Fair Haven Bay. 
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Ten years later in 1794 the ownership remained the same except that in 1784 the brothers 
acquired the parcel owned by Daniel Billings on the west side of the original Jacob Baker, 
Sr. parcel that extended down to Fair Haven Bay and included part of Pleasant Meadow. 
Nathaniel took ownership of the eastern half of this parcel that adjoined the parcel he 
already owned separately, and Amos took ownership of the western part that extended 
down to Fair Haven Bay. The land ownership by the Baker brothers for the farm in this 
area then remained the same until March 1821 when Amos and his son James jointly 
acquired the large parcel that extended southwestward all the way to the eastern shore of 
Fair Haven Bay which gave the Baker family complete ownership of that shore as shown in 
the map below of April 1821. It is most likely that the brothers regarded all their 
properties as part of one joint farm. 
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In 1824 Nathaniel gave up all his ownership in the old Baker Farm as shown in the map 
below for April 1824. All of Nathaniel's ownership went to his son Jacob, who already 
owned the large farm on the east side of Rte. 126 north of Baker Bridge Rd. In addition, 
Nathaniel's son Jacob acquired full ownership of the parcels jointly owned by Nathaniel and 
his brother Amos. Amos retained ownership of parcels he owned solely and his joint 
ownership with his son James of the sizable parcel recently acquired by them. 
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The next major change came in April 1827 as shown in the map below of May 1827. The 
two small parcels of the old Baker Farm solely owned by Amos Baker became the property 
of Nathaniel's son Jacob, while the parcels of the old Baker Farm previously owned solely by 
Nathaniel's son Jacob became the joint property of Amos Baker and his son James. It is 
unclear what the purpose of these ownership changes were over the space of a few years. 
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In Dec. 1828 the two remaining parcels of the old Baker Farm owned by Jacob were 
transferred to his cousin James and jointly to cousin James and Amos (the father of James). 
The joint ownership (James and Amos) of the parcels of the old Baker Farm continued until 
March 1835 when all the parcels became solely owned by James. This continued to be what 
James owned until December 1845 when he acquired one more parcel on the northeast side 
of the first parcel acquired by his grandfather, Jacob Baker, Sr. This last acquisition 
occurred while Thoreau was at Walden Pond. It extended the old Baker Farm across the 
Fitchburg Railroad up to Rte. 126, right across from the farm of Jacob Baker, the cousin of 
James. This was the maximum extent of the old Baker Farm (shown in the map below of 
January 1846) and continued until the death of James Baker in 1875. According to the 
Gleason map of the Concord area, the house of James Baker (referred to as such several 
times in Thoreau's Journal) was the old Baker Farm house (now Baker-Adams House). 
After the death of James the property was occupied and farmed by his widow Mary and 
their two sons until 1888 when it was acquired by millionaire William A. Burnham who 
only owned it for five years before selling it to Charles Francis Adams, Jr. of the presidential 
Adams family. The property was eventually left to his grandson J. Quincy Adams, whom 
this writer had the good fortune to encounter by chance and talk to briefly in the woods he 
owned near the farm. 


f 1] 
\/ H abt, abe 
9.0926 } 


<3 


4 


aS WA = 


ee 


Se 


sy 
NSS 


ny 


| | f 
sf é i 2R <r 
B {1 we 
is ate NY | SJ 
AT TH 
| | | 
TAI | 2 = 
L LS] LZ —1627-10051865.10 i . 
= Sas 
y === (i(| 4 \iavden Bede 
(ee A Noa ee 
wae =? 
Pt 1 s = 1 A ‘ H a e Pf NNN i ivas.oi08 = 
SS piss ba aH EN, rr 
S| (—___________sarrfeta, pantet S———— | x ty 


Below are images of the old Baker Farm house (Baker-Adams house) about 1888 and in 
the present day (2023). 


This is an old photo of it for which the caption claims it to have been built by the Billings 
family. George Minott Baker has stated that the old Baker Farm house was built by his 
great-grandfather Jacob Baker, Sr. 
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Pictured is the homestead at the Baker farm at the time William Burnham bought it in 1888. 
Built by the Billings family, it changed families through marriage. Jacob Baker, born in England 


in 1722, immigrated to Massachusetts. Here he met and married Grace Billings, who had been 
born in Concord in 1720. (Courtesy of the Lincoln Public Library.) 
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This is a 2023 photograph of the old Baker Farm house (Baker-Adams house) still in use. 
Note the 1740 date on the chimney. Photograph by Barbara Kalinowska. 
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Baker Farm house (of Thoreau) 


As noted in the introduction, Thoreau in the Baker Farm chapter of Walden refers to a 
“hut” on that farm where he took refuge from the rain. It was occupied by the impoverished 
family of John Field. In his Journal Thoreau refers to it several times as a house falling into 
ruin. In his entry of Aug. 26, 1856 he notes that the house had "not been inhabited for 30 
years" and on Dec. 25, 1856 that the house was "going to complete ruin." This was 
clearly not the old Baker Farm house occupied by the prosperous Baker family continuously 
from about 1740 to 1888. The questions are where was this house/hut on the Baker Farm, 
when was it built, who occupied it and when, and what became of it. We can begin to 
answer these questions by first seeing where Thoreau locates the parcel on which it stood. 
This can be done by using the survey map now at the Concord Free Public Library done in 
March 1860 by Thoreau of the Lincoln property of his friend Edward S. Hoar. 
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On Thoreau’s survey map he identifies a particular parcel as the “Baker Farm House Lot.” 


This parcel can be identified by its location on a Walden Woods Webmap generated for 
March 1860 given on the next page. 
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The location of the house on this parcel (as shown with an arrow on the map above) can be 
determined from evidence given below. As noted earlier Amos and his son James acquired 
the large parcel Thoreau identifies as the Baker Farm House Lot in March 1821. The deed 
for this sale states that the 76 acre parcel included “the buildings thereon.” Former Lincoln 
town historian, John MacLean, has noted that James Baker was taxed for two houses on his 
entire farm at least from 1831 to 1834, the old Baker Farm house and a second house. It 
is evident that the second house on his farm belonged to a previous owner of the parcel 
acquired in 1821. If this additional house was not actually used after it was acquired by 
the Bakers, this would agree with Thoreau’s Journal entries in the late 1850s stating that 
the house had not been used in more than 30 years. The 76-acre Baker Farm House Lot 
passed through several hands before the Bakers acquired it. Each deed in the transfers of it 
refers to buildings on it. Its sale in August of 1777 stated it came “with two dwelling 
houses, one barn and a shoemaker’s shop.” It was sold in 1765 by Amos and Elizabeth 
Heald as part of a larger 92-acre parcel which at that time contained only one dwelling 
unit, a barn and the shop. The Healds had owned this parcel as part of a greater one as 
seen in the map on page 9. It is reasonable to believe that the Healds built the dwelling 
house on the property shortly after they acquired it in 1735 and lived there until they sold 
it in 1765. 


The next issue is to determine where on the parcel the Baker Farm house of Thoreau was 


located. It can be relatively certain that it was not on the portion of the Baker Farm House 
Lot showing in Thoreau’s survey. Otherwise, he would likely have marked it as he 
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sometimes marked on his surveys locations of plants of interest to him, but not of interest 
to the property owner. 


Very useful information is in the writings of Thoreau’s friend, Franklin Benjamin Sanborn 
(1831-1917). He wrote an article entitled "Emerson and His Friends in Concord" 
published in the New England Magazine Vol. Ill, No. 4, December 1890, pp. 411-431. On 
page 425 of this article Sanborn states: 


".,. and one of the first [walks] after I came to live in Concord in 1855, was to Baker 
Farm, beyond Walden, — a tract of meadow, upland, orchard and woodland, lying on the 
northeast side of Fairhaven Bay, opposite Conantum, and running down, with a fair lawn, 
along a brook, to that lovely water. It is much changed now, — the " trivial cabin," where 
Thoreau found the Irish family of John Field, has long since gone to destruction, and a great 
brick and stone villa [a house constructed by William A. Burnham in 1890], with a high 
terrace in front, and huge stables on the ridge behind, now looks out upon Fairhaven, and 
the scene that was so lovely in Thoreau's and Channing's time. It was Channing who, in 
1847, or thereabout, made the verses which Thoreau quotes in his chapter on Baker Farm 
in 'Walden.' 'My way,' says Thoreau, 'as I set out one afternoon to go a-fishing to 
Fairhaven, through the woods, led through Pleasant Meadow, an adjunct of the Baker 
Farm, that retreat of which a poet has since sung, beginning —'" 


Sanborn here includes Channing's poem "Baker Farm" from which Thoreau in Walden 
includes only parts, including the key stanza: 


"And here a poet builded 
In the completed years, — 
For behold ! a trivial cabin 
That to destruction steers." 


Also included in Sanborn’s article is an idealized drawing of the “trivial cabin,” the Baker Farm 
House of Thoreau, drawn by Florence Wadsworth Richardson (1855-1920). 


THE BAKER FARM. 
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In Sanborn’s Recollections of Seventy Years Vol. 2, page 393 (1909) he includes a note that 
Thoreau’s good friend William Ellery Channing (1817-1901) added to his copy of Walden: 


“ ‘And here a poet builded.’ By poet is meant simply a maker or mechanic. The Baker Farm house 
pulled down in Sept., '66, only lower timbers remain. Barn still stands (but fell over between spring 
and Nov., 1870, probably blown down), nearly all gone, June, '71.” 


This passage referring to the Baker Farm chapter of Walden also associates the John Field family 
hut with Thoreau’s Baker Farm House and dates the end of that structure. Miss Richardson could 
not have drawn the house from life since she was only a young girl of 11 when it was taken down. 
But, the drawing gives us a perspective of where it was with respect to Fair Haven Bay in the 
distance. 


Sanborn’s article also makes the connection between the “hut” of the John Field family the Baker 
House of Thoreau and, significantly, associates the site of it with the house of William Appleton 
Burnham (1852-1922) built in 1890. Burnham acquired the Baker land in May 1888 from the 
two unmarried sons of James Baker and hired the noted landscape architect Frederick Law Olmstead 
(1822-1903) to plan the landscaping around his new house. Below is one of the plan drawings for 
this project. This plan can be used to measure the distances of the house from Fair Haven Bay and 
from the intersection of the Fitchburg Railroad with Rte 126. Also, the topography can be 
compared to a current topography map with current residences. The Burnham house was located at 
the present residence at 126 Old Concord Rd. in Lincoln. This location is within the 76-acre parcel 
that Thoreau named “Baker Farm House Lot” and is consistent with Thoreau’s note in Walden that 
the John Field family were a half mile from any road, as long as one discounts the road that runs by 
the old Baker Farm house which was likely a very minor dirt way in Thoreau’s time. 
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Below is a photograph of the Burnham house (middle initial of Burnham mistakenly given as “K”’) from 
the Arcadia Publishing Company picture book Lincoln printed in 2003, page 104. 


William K. Burnham built Fairhaven (also known as Burnham) on the site of the former Baker 
house. The home was built in a modified Queen Anne Revival style. The lower story was brick, 
and the second story was covered in dark shingles. Fairhaven contained 15 bedrooms and a 
water-powered elevator. There were standpipes on the lawn for watering grass and flowers. The 
Burnhams sold the property to C.F. Adams Jr., grandson of Pres. John Quincy Adams. 
(Courtesy of the Lincoln Public Library.) 


On page 103 of the same book is the photograph below that shows this house as seen from Fair Haven 
Bay. The caption omits the name of George M. Baker 2", brother of James E. Baker, who joined in the 
transfer of all the Baker Farm land to William A. Burnham in 1888. 
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The Burnham estate is viewed from Fairhaven Bay c. 1900. William K. Burnham bought the 
Baker farm, consisting of about 300 acres, from James E. Baker, the last of his family line. 
Burnham built this house in the meadow at Fairhaven Bay. There had been an earlier Baker 
farmhouse on the site at one time. Burnham hired the Frederick Law Olmstead firm to supervise 
the layout and plantings. Construction began in the spring of 1889; Shaw and Hunnewell were 
the architects. The house stood on a large terrace of solid masonry on the Sudbury River. A 
boathouse stored several boats and a steam launch. (Courtesy of the Kim Johnson collection.) 
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The Burnham family residing in Boston used the house in Lincoln as a summer residence until 1893 
when Mr. Burnham disposed of it and Charles Frances Adams, Jr. (1835-1915) of Quincy, MA 
acquired it in the same year. Adams moved to the house in 1894 and lived there until he died 
1915. It was taken down some time after this. The house presently existing on the site was 
constructed about 1942 according to Lincoln property records. 


That the dilapidated “hut” that sheltered the impoverished family of John Field would someday be 
replaced by the grand estate of Burnham and then by the $2 million plus residence of today might 
astonish Thoreau. But perhaps not: “I trust that the walkers of the present day are conscious of the 
blessings which they enjoy in the comparative freedom with which they can ramble over the country 
and enjoy the landscape, anticipating with compassion that future day when possibly it will be 
partitioned off into so-called pleasure-grounds, where only a few may enjoy the narrow and 
exclusive pleasure which is compatible with ownership, ...” Journal, Thoreau, Feb. 12, 1851. 


I thank John Maclean for the input he provided. The detailed historic property maps were generated 
from the Walden Woods Webmap at https://hfapps.fas.harvard.edu/maps/WaldenWebMap2016/ 
developed by Richard O’Connor, Brian Donahue, and Brian Hall. I am grateful to Jefferson Eaton 
and the late Virginia Rundell (Town Archivist for Lincoln, MA) for providing a Baker family 
genealogical reference. Barbara Kalinowska kindly provided the excellent photograph of the old 
Baker Farm house (Baker-Adams House). 
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